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Values and Ministry: 
Responding to a 
Changing World 

 
At the beginning of the Diocesan Synod in May, 
our newly consecrated bishop Terry Dance spoke 
boldly to the people gathered. He said that church 
leaders all over North America are recognizing that  
the Mainline Christian churches are moving 
through a period of change not seen since the time 
of the reformation 500 years ago. He said that the 
church of our parents and grandparents no longer 
exists.  
 
What he meant by this is that our whole 
relationship with the society that surrounds us has  
changed. Fifty years ago the church had a solid 
place in the community. By and large, the church 
supported the structures of society and society 
supported the structures of the church. The vast 
majority of people identified themselves and their 
families with the Christian tradition and therefore  
identified themselves with a church. 
 
The values that we have come to cherish in our 
society – truth, freedom, love, justice, forgiveness, 
compassion, mercy, care for the poor and oppressed – 
these values are not supported in every society to 
the extent that they have been in ours. They are 
values that are a huge gift to us from the Judeo- 

 
 
Christian tradition. Like yeast in bread, they are 
embedded in the scriptures. They emerge from the 
powerful stories and spiritual experiences that 
have been passed on through the ages.  

 

Yeast and Dough 
 

But here is a question that people in our society 
need to consider: How well will that gift last apar t 
from the spiritual tradition from which it came? 
How well will these cherished values exist if they  
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are completely separated from the stories of the 
Judeo-Christian tradition? What happens when 
you separate yeast from dough? Not much…!!!  In 
my opinion, it’s great to teach these cherished values to 
our children at home and at school, but if they are not 
connected to a larger spiritual narrative that people 
know and share in common, then these values remain 
weak and feeble. Like a table with feeble legs, these 
values will easily get crushed by the weight of 
forces in human nature and social pressure. Greed, 
jealousy, and the pressure to compete and succeed 
at all costs will make quick work of that feeble 
table. Values like truth, justice and mercy will ge t 
crushed unless they are connected and 
strengthened by a larger spiritual tradition that i s 
known and understood. The recent example of the 
financial businesses in the U.S. is a spectacular 
example of this very thing. This is what people in 
our current society need to consider. 
  

Important Work, Difficult 
Circumstances 

 
What this means for those of us who do know and 
identify with the Christian tradition is that we ar e 
doing important work  under difficult 
circumstances. We here at St. James’ Church have 
been trying to strengthen our relationship with our  
community through our caring outreach ministries. 
We have also been trying to be more welcoming 
and inviting for people coming into our church, 
whether it is for worship, fellowship, concerts or 
community activity groups wanting to use our 
space. If you look on our website calendar you will  
notice that among the community groups using our 
church space this fall will be: a yoga class, a family 
health network, a ballroom dancing class, a 
philosophy discussion group, a painting class and 
Brownies and Girl Guides. 
 
We have also been planning a membership drive 
for this Fall. New Membership packages have been 
prepared and on Sunday October 18th we are 
planning to have a “Bring A Friend To Church 
Day”. Everyone knows of a friend, neighbour or 
family member they could ask to church. Lots of 
people consider going to church but in the end 
don’t go because they don’t have someone to go 

with. This will be a great opportunity to show our 
love of Christian hospitality.  
 
This fall our Youth ministry is going to get a boos t 
of energy. The Wardens have hired Katie-Scarlett 
MacGillivray to be our Youth Minister. This is very  
exciting. Katie-Scarlett has been involved in youth  
ministry in the Diocese of Huron since she was 13 
years old and loves it. She has her B.A. and M.A. in 
English literature and has great teaching and 
organizational skills. She has been appointed to be 
one of the organizers of the Canadian Lutheran 
Anglican Youth Event to be held in London 
Ontario in August of 2010. Please say hello to her 
between services or at the coffee hour after the 
10:30 service. 
  
Many in our parish have been enjoying the Adult 
Education programs that have become a regular 
part of the fall. This year Lynn will be coordinati ng 
a 6-week study of the Old Testament starting in 
October. This will be an excellent opportunity for 
people to become more acquainted with the stories 
and themes of the Old Testament. These are the 
very stories, songs and poetry that Jesus grew up 
with and quoted so often in his ministry. 
  
As most people know, our Save the Bells Campaign 
has been a great success. This time last year we 
announced the need to raise $200,000 for restoring 
the bells and Chime frame. We now have $150,000 
received or pledged which means that we will be 
very close to our goal when we celebrate the 100th 
Anniversary of the Bells on September 27th. This 
will be a fabulous day and our new bishop Terry 
Dance will be here to preach and share in our 
celebrations. 
 

Strategic Planning 
 
Finally, along with all the other mainline churches , 
St. James’ Church shares the many challenges of 
trying to do ministry today. The main challenges 
are 1) organizing the people and resources for 
worship and ministry, 2) building membership in 
our current society, 3) addressing the structural 
and restoration needs of an old building, and 4) 
finding the financial resources to address these 
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other challenges. Over the past year the Parish 
Council has received and considered ideas and 
recommendations from the Bishop Liedel 
workshops and the Myrlene Boken Demographic 
Report. Now that we have received these reports 
and see the challenges ahead, the wardens have 
decided that we need input from the congregation 
as we formulate a plan for the next few years. In 
September they will be asking every parishioner to 
complete and return a short survey about 
suggestions and priorities for the parish in the 
coming years. The information will be gathered, 
collated and presented for discussion at a Town 
Hall meeting. I applaud their work in making this 
happen for it will give us all a good foundation fo r 
developing a strategic plan.  

 
May God continue to guide and lead us, 
May we discover new ways to connect 

people to the Christian Spiritual tradition, 
And may we all continue to grow in grace. 
 
The Ven. Dr. Lorne Mitchell 

 
 

 
 

Enquiring Minds Want to 
Know…  

about the Bokan Report 
 
For more than a year now we have been hearing 
the phrase “Bokan Report”. Just what is this Bokan 
Report we’ve been waiting for, and what is its 
significance to us at the parish of St. James’? 
 
A couple of years ago, as part of its strategic 
planning process, the Diocese commissioned 
consultant Myrlene Bokan to prepare a 
demographic portrait of the Diocese. The project 
was called “Who is my Neighbour?” and required 
Ms. Bokan to visit every parish in Huron, acquire 
demographic information on the parish and the 
community in which it operates. She then prepared 
profiles on each parish and designated them to one 
of three categories. A strategic parish is one that 

has growth potential, a second level is one that can 
presently hold its own, and a final generation 
parish will likely be slated for closure. The good 
news is that St. James’ is designated a strategic 
parish! 
 
Bokan’s demographic breakdown, not included in 
the report to us, but outlined for the Diocese, shows 
that 11.6% of self identified Anglicans within a 5 
minute drive radius attend St. James’, that the 
number of people claiming British ethnicity 
declined from 63% in 1981 to 15% in 2006 
(significant as we are rooted in the Church of 
England), and that the age group 0 to 19 represents 
23% of the mission field.* As well, our own 
membership breakdown shows that 50% of our 
congregation is aged 60 or over. 
 
For St. James’ as a strategic parish, Bokan suggests 
that membership development is critical. Potential 
members are attracted by both the physical 
building as well as the ministry that happens 
within the walls. To this end, the report’s 
recommendations address the curb appeal of the 
church and the ministry areas within the building. 
The following list of recommendations is taken 
verbatim from Myrlene Bokan’s report (note that 
these are based on observations from August 2008): 
 
Exterior  

· The lawns and hedges all need a good trim. 
Focus on budgets has resulted in the cutting 
back of lawn care. The doors need painting. 
The rear steps [she is referring to the steps 
at the back of the church hall down to 
William Street] need replacing. The exterior 
of this facility looks tired and needs an up 
to date colour scheme. There is no signage 
at the entranceways, making it difficult to 
know where all the doors lead to. 

 
Interior  

· All areas need to be de-cluttered and old 
furnishings discarded. Spaces need to be 
cleaned and redecorated, including new 
carpet. 

· The office configuration should be 
examined. Currently it is on two levels. 
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· The Sunday School location should be 
reviewed. The area has a low ceiling and is 
not child friendly. 

· A child friendly space with rocking chair is 
needed at the back of the Church to handle 
very young children. 

· The entranceway (Narthex) should be 
updated to match the worship space. 

 
Communication  

· St. James’ needs to let the community know 
that something life changing is happening 
here. 

· Professional sandwich boards that can be 
put on the paths to let people know about 
ministry should be purchased. 

· Interior signage is required. 
 
Accessibility  

· Accessibility needs to be looked at in the 
next two years. 

 
Ministry  

· Some of the resources the parish has 
available should be used to help finance 
updating the building. 

· Staffing requirements need to be looked at. 
 
As you can see, the Parish Council has already 
moved to implement a number of these 
recommendations; others have not received 
concurrence from the Council, and still others are 
under review. The most significant advance 
Council has made has been to refurbish the 
Narthex. A rationale for this decision was provided  
via a bulletin insert last month and is reproduced 
below.  
 
The Bokan report heralds a significant era of re-
creation and development for St. James’. In their 
report, the Wardens invite every member of St. 
James’ to be part of the process that charts the 
future of our beloved parish. Do please take them 
up on their call to action. 
 
“Enquiring Minds” is prepared by Jane Kirkpatrick, 
whose views are solely her own and do not represent the 
position of the Corporation of St. James’. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
An Inviting Church for All: 

 

A message from the Rector, 
Wardens, and Parish Council 

 
Over the past year, your Rector, Wardens and 
Parish Council have been looking ahead to the 
future of our Parish. We arranged two visits by 
Bishop Ed Leidel, Diocesan “Congregational 
Coach” to help us envision our identity and 
mission. The Rev’d Sue Malpus, Diocesan Children 
and Youth Ministry, visited a few weeks ago to 
offer ideas for making our church more attractive 
to young families. We have been in dialogue with 
Diocesan consultant Myrlene Boken, who 
produced a study of the whole Diocese, including 
suggestions for each parish. That study identified 
St. James’ as one of the Strategic Churches in 
Huron, but we do need to recruit more members, 
especially young families. To do this, it is 

 

God’s Holy Acre 
 
The following  names were engraved on God’s Holy 
Acre Memorial Wall on Jun 18, 2009: 
 

Mornington Street Wall  
 
Shirley R. Brocklebank   July 30, 1931 – Aug. 15, 2008 
F. Tomie Hirasawa   Aug. 2, 1930 – Mar. 24, 2008 
 

William Street Wall  
 
John Clark Chisholm   Jun. 16, 1942 – Oct. 17, 2008 
Sara M. Gardiner   Feb. 11, 1954 – Sept. 23, 2008 
John Robert Sharpe   Nov. 7, 1915 – Feb. 24, 2009  
Thomas J. Hogan   July 24, 1921 – Nov. 4, 2008 
Vivian R. Nastase   April 6, 1928 – Dec. 18, 2008 
Jerry Johnson   Nov. 8, 1949 – Mar. 7, 2005 
E. Jeanne Miller   April 17, 1924 – Jan. 20, 2009  
Gordon E. Pass   Nov. 18, 1914 – Mar. 3, 1998 
A. Louise Pass   Sept. 26, 1912 – Jan. 12, 1993 
Carmen T. Weber   Sept. 24, 1934 – Aug. 27, 2007 
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important to make our Church look more 
appealing and inviting; we need to spend some 
money now to reap the benefits in the future.  
First impressions do count, and church 
development experts say that people looking for a 
church home often make up their minds almost as 
soon as they walk in the door – before they have 
met anyone, read the bulletin or experienced the 
worship! There are many recommendations, but 
one that we all consider vital is refurbishing the 
narthex to give it a brighter, livelier, friendlier  feel. 
We will complete the tile floor, change the lightin g, 
paint in lighter, more dynamic colors and replace 
the bulky old radiators with small units that will 
allow us to make fuller use of the space. We plan to 
do this in the summer, hopefully with as little 
disruption as possible.  
St. James’ is a very dynamic and vibrant church - 
thanks to all of you for your time and energy in ou r 
many endeavors – and we would love our narthex 
to convey that warmth and vitality to everyone 
who steps through our doors. If you have any 
comments or suggestions, your Wardens would be 
glad to receive them.   
Yours in Christ,  

Rector , Wardens , Parish Council 
 
 

From the Wardens’ Desk…  
 
In the past, the Wardens have tried numerous 
approaches to improve Parish finances and foster 
parishioner participation in the life of St. James’ . 
Regrettably, these initiatives have not proved 
particularly successful. 
 
Now that we have received the Myrlene Bokan 
report (see Enquiring Minds elsewhere in the 
Parishioner), it can be used as a springboard for 
further, deeper discussion as to the health and 
future of our parish. 
 
At this moment in St. James’s history, here are the 
facts that we cannot ignore: 
 

· We will in all likelihood end 2009 in a 
deficit position as revenues are not meeting 
projections; 

 
· Our NET membership is decreasing; 

 
· The Chair of Building and Property has 

presented a report indicating that close to 
one million dollars ($1,000,000)  in repairs 
will be required over the next 10 years; 

 
· There is an immediate need to deal with the 

bowing exterior walls and the deteriorating 
brickwork of the tower – a cost of $250,000; 

 
· We have far too few resources (volunteers 

and money) to sustain our all of our current 
ministries. 

 
In addition, we sense that some are experiencing a 
feeling of disconnect that precludes participation in 
parish life. 
 
The Wardens and Parish Council cannot solve the 
problems and chart the future alone; we need the 
input of everyone in St. James’ to make the 
planning process work. The input that you give is 
crucial to our success, and to be effective cannot be 
negative without a positive suggestion, and cannot 

 

Saturday Morning  
Men’s Breakfast! 

 
Our first Men’s Breakfast  of the fall will be: 

  

Saturday September 19th 
8:00am 

in the Lower Parish Hall 
 

Come and start your weekend with some 
Bacon and Eggs, 

Toast, 
Juice and 
Coffee! 

Suggested donation - $5.00 
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be seen as assigning blame to individuals or 
groups. 
 
Keeping all of this in mind, this is what we propos e 
to do: 

· An anonymous survey will be distributed to 
all members of the parish, asking for your 
opinions on 4 questions relating to 
membership development and retention; 
ministry and program priorities, physical 
plant, and finances. 

· A Town Hall type of meeting will take place 
after the surveys have been collated, and 
the results will be presented for discussion.  

· Carry on with the strategic planning 
process begun in 2008 and using the 2009 
feedback. 

 
Underlying all of this is our responsibility to 
prepare our church for the next generations. 
 
Please keep in mind that virtually all mainline 
churches right down to our own Diocese of Huron 
are experiencing these same challenges – we are 
not alone! But this is our parish and we need to act 
NOW! We strongly urge you to become involved in 
this process in a meaningful and constructive 
manner. It is our hope that our proposed actions 
will give everyone in this parish of St. James’ a 
voice in its future so that we may continue to fulf ill 
Christ’s mandate in our community. 
 
We look forward to working with you. 
 
Yours in Christ, 
The Wardens of St. James’ 
 
 

Thinking About Baptism 
 

Baptism Sunday  
 
November 1 st   All Saints 
 
January 10th   Baptism of the Lord 
 
Preparation for November 1 st will begin in late 
September.  Please contact the Rev’d Lynn Mitchell 
and a Baptism Information Package will be ready 
for you! 
 

 
 

Exploring the Old Testament 
Part I 

Genesis to Joshua 
 
A DVD lecture series taught by 
Professor Amy-Jill Levine 
Vanderbilt University Divinity School 
 
Professor Levine, a most interesting and engaging 
speaker, will be familiar to those who have 
participated in Living the Questions. This 6-week 
education opportunity will involve two ½-hour 
lectures, followed by a short Bible study using an 
African contemplative process. 
 

Where? 
St. James’ Anglican Church 

When? 
6 Tuesdays beginning 

October 13th 
Time? 

7pm – 8:30 pm 
Sign up? 

Sunday @ St. James, or call the 
Church Office: 519-271-3572 

 
A course booklet can be ordered for those signed 
up at a cost of $10.00. 
 
For more information, speak to Rev’d Lynn Mitchell+.

 

Craft Group 
 
The Craft Group is gearing up for the 24th 
annual sale. Please mark your calendars for 
Nov. 14th at 9:30 am. Tell all your friends. We 
hope to see you at the Holly Wreath Shoppe ! 
  
Jane Slater 
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Report from your 
Office Manager 

 
God’s Holy Acre  
 
Work continues in the office on restructuring the 
organization of the records for the Memorial Walls 
in God’s Holy Acre.  Brenda South has been an 
enormous help in restructuring the application 
form, developing and setting up a filing system 
and checking files for completeness.  Diane Egerton 
has been contacting all those who have purchased a 
site but have not yet chosen a site.  (If you have not 
chosen a site, please call the office and we will be 
happy to help you.)  Recently, Roy South has joined 
us and has designed a computer program so we 
can enter information in once and all other forms 
are produced from this one entry.  I have also had 
the pleasure to meet some of the people who were 
on the original committee that developed God’s 
Holy Acre.  Thank you for teaching me how this 
project evolved. Did you expect it to grow this big  
this fast?  You laid down a wonderful foundation 
for us to build on.  In the fall we are planning on  
setting up some volunteers to continue work on the 
memorial book.  If you would like to help, please 
call the office.  What a wealth of talent we have 
here at St. James’ that is so generously shared. 
Thank you! 
The Library  
 
Joyce Welch is now working on the library, under 
the direction of The Ven. Dr. Lorne Mitchell. Joyce 
is in the office Friday mornings and when not 
working in the library she and Brenda fold 
bulletins.  Both women also provide proof reading 
services (and sometimes cookies!).   
 
Mail/Telephones/Communications  
 
Tuesday and Wednesday mornings you can 
usually find Liz Simpson in the office tracking our  
mail, answering the phone, sending out the Bulletin  
to those unable to attend service, calling volunteers 
or working on special projects like labeling and 
setting up our new system for keys, cleaning the 

lists for The Parishioner or the Anglican Journal or 
any other number of tasks that seem to crop up.  
Liz also sometimes brings cookies! 
 
Keys  
 
A new system has been set up for keeping track of 
the keys to St. James’.  A card has been set up for 
every key that we have.  Please come to the office 
with your key and sign the index card if you have a  
key.  If you have already done so, thank you.  
 
A Final Word of Thanks  
 
To all of you who help out in so many ways I want 
to thank you for willingness to help and your 
eagerness to get the task done right and efficiently.  
Most of all, I thank you for your good humour, 
your sense of fun and all the laughs we share.  
(And the cookies!) 
 
Meg 

 
 

Being a Christian Parent 
 

How is Christian 
parenting different? 

 
�� We teach our children about Jesus by the 

way we act. 
 

�� We teach our children about Jesus by the 
way we use our time. 

 
�� We teach our children about Jesus by the 

way we respond to other people. 
 

�� We teach our children that Christianity is a 
kind and joyful religion. 

 
�� We teach our children through our active 

participation in a Christian community. 
 

�� We remember that children learn what they 
live. 
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Children of the World in 
Harmony…  

A Special Note from Sandra Mogensen 
 
I just returned from accompanying the St. Marys 
Children’s Choir at the Children of the World in 
Harmony International Choral Festival in Petoskey, 
Michigan.  My son, Kieran, sang in this event and I  
went along as accompanist. Our St. James' 
choristers, Tessa and Austin Sebben were also part 
of the touring choir. The SMCC performed in three 
concerts during this festival, which also featured 
children’s choirs from Hong Kong, Mexico, the 
Czech Republic, and the U.S. 
 
The St. Marys Children’s Choir performed 
beautifully at a high standard and was very well 
received.  Their participation at this event will n o 
doubt lead to other exciting opportunities for the 
choir. The dedication and enthusiasm of the young 
choristers was wonderful to see.  This is a group of 
exceptional young people who all seemed to enjoy 
each other’s company throughout the tour while 
making friends with choristers from around the 
world.  What a wonderful opportunity for them! 
 
In addition to the choirs mentioned above, there 
were a couple of dance groups performing: one 
was from the American Odawa Nation and the 
other was from Mongolia.  It was absolutely 
thrilling to see these diverse groups in action. 
 
I was also impressed with the Festival Youth 
Singers' new conductor, Rich Sumstad, who 
directed our group.  I was glad to have the 
opportunity to work with him. Mr. Sumstad has 
recently taken over as Artistic Director of the 
SMCC, and definitely has what it takes to continue 
the high standard of professionalism and polish 
that has long been the hallmark of this choir under  
their former director, Eileen Baldwin.  Rich has 
quickly developed an excellent rapport with each 
of the choristers, and they all genuinely enjoy 
working with him.  The choir’s year of transition i s 
behind them and they are clearly ready to embark 
on a successful and fun new season of music 
making. 
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In Loving Memory of Henry Fleischauer... 

 
Henry was not a member of St. James', but he became enamoured with the tower, clock and bells. 
Henry was one of those quiet, retiring sorts who came and went about his business in the tower out 
of the sight & knowledge of most of the parishioner s here. From 1988 until just three or four years 
ago he faithfully attended to the needs of the tower clock, winding it regularly, cleaning and 
adjusting it. He was most inventive and could make or repair almost anything! He was a kind 
thoughtful, gentle man, and I am proud to have know n him and worked in the tower and on the bells 
with him. May he rest in peace.  
 
I have included a copy of his obituary and was touc hed by the highlighted passage in it. 

-Peter Ryde 
 

 
Henry Jacob Fleischauer, of Stratford and formerly of RR 1 Gadshill passed away peacefully at the 
Stratford General Hospital on Thursday, August 13, 2009 in his 82nd year. Born in North Easthope 
Township, he was a son of the late Edwin and Mary (Neeb) Fleischauer. Henry and his wife 
Marguerite (Kneisel) Fleischauer had farmed at RR1 Gadshill (North Easthope Township) for many 
years until retiring to Stratford in 1988. Beloved husband of Marguerite. Dear father of Norma Yau 
and her late husband Raymond, Robert Fleischauer and wife Dianne, Sylvia Roth and husband 
Douglas and Ida Roth and husband David. Dear grandf ather of Sheri, Julie, Rachel Fleischauer, 
Candace & husband Jon Brunk, Ben Roth and friend Stacy and Brock Roth. Also surviving are great-
grandchildren Kaleb and Arissa Brunk; sisters Florence Steinacker and husband Lloyd and Frieda 
Rutz and husband Donald; sister-in-law Ilene Lemp a nd many nieces, nephews and their families. 
Predeceased by one brother Walter in infancy and a brother-in-law Eldon Lemp. He was a lifelong 
member of St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Gadshill and had been Treasurer, Tax Collector, Building 
Inspector and Road Superintendent for North Easthop e Township over many years. He served on St. 
Peter's Church Council and with the Upper Thames River Conservation Authority, Men for Mission, 
Lutheran Student House, Waterloo and Habitat for Hu manity. Henry enjoyed playing chess, 
horseshoes, crokinole and clock repair, and a highlight of his life was repairing and maintaining the 
bells and clockworks for St. James’ Anglican Church, Stratford. Relatives and friends may call at the 
Heinbuck Funeral Home, 156 Albert St., Stratford on Saturday from 7-9 p.m. and on Sunday from 2-4 
and 7-9 p.m. The funeral service will be held at St. Peter's Lutheran Church, Gadshill on Monday, 
August 17, 2009 at 2 p.m. Rev. Patricia Jackson will officiate. Interment will follow in the church 
cemetery. Memorial donations may be made to the Canadian Cancer Society or St. Peter's Lutheran 
Church through the funeral home. 
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The Bells of St. James – A Century of Chiming  
 

Chimes Festival 2009 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
The Bells of St. James “Chimes Festival” was 
held the third weekend of June. This is the first 
time that such an event has ever been held in 
Stratford. Three area chimes were involved: the 
11 bell Meneely & Co. chime in the tower of 
Christ Church Anglican, Petrolia; the 10 bell 
McShane chime at Central Presbyterian Church 
in Cambridge; and our own 11 bell chime, the 
Bells of St. James. Over 30 chimers and guests 
attended the three-day event. Some guests 
traveled a considerable distance to attend: Carl 
Zimmerman and his wife drove up from St. 
Louis, Missouri, and Joe Connors, a chime 
historian, arrived from Troy, NY. 
           
On Friday the activities centered on the Christ 
Church Chime. We enjoyed hours of bell music 
and tower tours, and ended the day with a 
leisurely repast at a local restaurant. This 
chime is a living link to Christ Church’s past as 
it was virtually the only artifact saved from a 
devastating fire in the mid 1950s. Today it is 
housed in an easily accessible tower and is well 
worth the visit. 
           
On Saturday Michel Allard conducted two 
mini-demonstrations of chiming technique in 
our tower. After lunch we took a bus trip to 
Cambridge to visit the 10 bell chime at Central 
Presbyterian. Our visit was hosted by chimers 
Peter Goudy & John MacDonald. We had a 
tour of the neighbouring School of 
Architecture, enjoyed hands-on chime 
activities, piano and pipe organ 
demonstrations and refreshments. Back in 
Stratford the group went to dinner at Bentley’s, 
followed by (you guessed it!) more bell playing 
back in our tower. 

    

Sunday dawned clear and bright. All the 
chimers helped to ring before, during and after 
an excellent morning service. Joan Parson and 
her group of volunteers laid on an impressive 
spread of refreshments, and the tower saw a 
continual stream of visitors. 
 
In all it was an excellent weekend, with lots of 
opportunity to play bells, talk bells, visit bells 
and compare notes about bell programs. Many 
thanks to everyone who helped us make the 
Chimes Festival such a resounding success. 
           
On a different note: the first concert played on 
the newly installed Bells took place Saturday, 
September 25, 1909. “Home, Sweet Home” was 
being chimed as the Bishop of Huron was 
driven across the Huron Street bridge and up 
the hill to the church. This was followed by 
three concerts Sunday; the bells and tower 
being dedicated during the morning service. 
Two more “Popular Concerts” were played 
Monday and Tuesday evening. 
           
In commemoration of this historic event the 
Bells of St. James will again ring out as we 
recreate the six inaugural concerts in 
September 2009, complete with the original 
music. The first will be played Saturday 
September 26th at 7 pm, and, through the 
twilight, once again the lilting tune of “Home, 
Sweet Home” will echo down the hill, across 
the river and over the city.   
 
They will be the echoes of our Bells of St. James’, 
Celebrating a Century of Chiming.
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Of Bears and Quilt: A Journey to Victory 
 
What do nine teddy bears, an intricately sewn quilt , 
an internationally recognized NASCAR family, and 
yours truly have in common?  A piece of farmland-
turned-amusement-park called the Victory Junction 
Gang Camp, located just outside Randleman, 
North Carolina.  Victory Junction is a camp for 
children with chronic or terminal medical 
conditions built by Kyle and Pattie Petty in honour  
of their son Adam.  This is the story of how a team 
of lovely (and crafty!) ladies from St. James’ made a 
difference in the lives of a group of campers.   
 
Some background:  As mentioned, Kyle and Pattie 
Petty built Victory Junction from the ground up in 
honour of their son Adam.  Adam was set to 
become heir of the Petty family racing dynasty.  
Great-grandfather Lee Petty won a number of races 
during NASCAR’s formative years; grandfather 
Richard “The King” Petty logged two hundred 
wins in the sport’s top circuit and is still active  in 
the sport as a car owner; father Kyle Petty had 
multiple wins and can now often be found doing 
race-related colour commentary.  Adam had even 
recorded a win of his own in what is now known as 
the Nationwide Series.  While Adam was starting 
his racing career, he and Kyle had a chance to visit 
Boggy Creek Camp, which was founded by Paul 
Newman.  Adam commented that he’d like to see a 
camp of the same nature built in North Carolina.  
Instead of seeing sick kids, he saw kids getting a 
too-rare chance to have fun, at no cost to their 
families.  After Adam’s tragic death in 2001, his 
parents decided to go ahead and build the camp, 
and began drumming up support for Adam’s 
vision.  Victory Junction opened its gates in the 
summer of 2004. 
My first trip to Victory Junction was in the 
blistering heat of July 2007.  In the spring of that 
year I mentioned to my parents that I’d like to go 
down there and volunteer for a week.  With their 
encouragement, I began the registration process.  
Eight pages of questionnaire, three character 
references, and several immunizations later, I was 
on my way.  My parents drove me down, 
vacationed for the week while I was at camp, then 

picked me up when camp was finished.  I was 
blown away by the place and, after a tour on 
departure day, so were they.  I’m not sure what I 
expected to see and do, but I was amazed.  A 
medical facility (called the “Body Shop” to go alon g 
with the racing theme) capable of handling 
anything from a cut finger to chemotherapy 
treatments; a mini-golf course designed by PGA 
Tour player Davis Love III; a maze; a two-story, 
handicap accessible treehouse; a 55-foot high 
adventure tower; a zipline; a theatre (complete wit h 
dressing rooms stocked with lavish costumes); a 
building for arts, crafts and woodshop; the “Fab 
Shop” beauty salon; a bowling alley; a gymnasium 
including an indoor rock wall; a barn housing 
horses, a donkey, llamas, pigs and goats; an 
archery range; a water park; the beginning of an 
indoor sports dome; the “Catch, Kiss & Release” 
marina for boating and fishing; a “Fuel Stop” 
(dining hall) with race cars and trucks hanging 
from the ceiling, and the crown jewel of the 
property: a super-size building in the form and 
colours of the race car driven by Adam Petty.  
“Adam’s Race Shop” contains offices, video games, 
virtual racing games and even a real race car.  That 
summer I managed (with a lot of help) to sew 
together three teddy bears.  Each camper that goes 
to Victory Junction brings home with them a teddy 
bear and quilt or afghan, along with many fond 
memories of their play time.   
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Then came the summer of 2008.  I managed to talk 
two girlfriends into completing the arduous task of  
registration, and we drove down to North Carolina 
in a car loaded with clothes, unbridled enthusiasm,  
and seven teddy bears.   
 
Then, a bright idea: With another trip down to 
North Carolina planned for July 2009 and time 
quickly getting away from us, my mother 
suggested asking Jane Slater of the St. James’ Craft 
Group if there might be any interest in sewing 
some bears using the checkered-flag material we 
had in the basement.  The answer: absolutely! 
 

I could tell the group had really warmed up to the 
idea of using their skills to send some bundles of 
joy to camp.  It wasn’t long before I got the call that 
nine bears had been completed.  And one more 
thing: the group “just happened” to have some 
colourful racing-themed material around.  They 
checked the website, and realized they had just 
enough material to make a standard-size quilt.  I 
couldn’t believe my eyes when Ruth Spencer 
showed me the piece.  The material had a blue 
background, with red, green and yellow numbers 
and cars, plus checkered flags.  The group had 
taken the trouble of finding yellow, red and green 

backing, not to mention gone ahead with the task 
of hand-sewing (!) checkered edging around the 
whole thing.  It was truly beautiful, and I expect is 
being admired, as I type, by the lucky camper who 
took it home.  My friends and I couldn’t wait to ge t 
it to camp. 
 
It was all my friends Susan, Kim and I could do to 
get to the end of our working days on July 10 th.  
This was it:  “THE DAY” to depart for camp.  
Armed with our usual enthusiasm, too much 
luggage (though less than the previous year), some 
books to read during the drive, a cooler full of 
snacks, and the St. James’ bears and quilt, we 
headed south toward Victory Junction.  We each 
had a wonderful time.  The campers I met were all 
wonderful kids.  I dare not think all 13 year-old 
girls are as well-behaved as the ones I was lucky to 
work with, but it certainly is a pleasant notion.  It 
was hot and exhausting, but in the end we all 
followed our opening day instruction to “play 
hard”. 
 
It goes without saying that the steps between 
buying the material and delivering the bears to 
their destination involved many kind hearts and 
skilled hands.  Thanks to Sue Hughes for getting in 
touch with the Craft Group (it having been her 
wonderful idea); Jane Slater and Ruth Spencer for 
facilitating a party each for sewing and stuffing; 
Reverend Susan Baldwin for blessing the bears and 
quilt prior to their departure, and David Howard 
for his lovely photos. �
 

Melanie Hughes 
For more info: www.victoryjunction.org 
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Worship at St. James’ 2009 
 
Sept 6 Church School Registration 
 
Sept 13 Church School Registration and Church School Begins 
 
Sept 27 100th Anniversary of the Bells 
   Bishop Terry Dance joins us in celebration, 10:30 a.m. 
 
Oct 4  St. Francis of Assisi 
   Blessing of the Animals, 10:30 a.m. 
 
Oct 11 Harvest Thanksgiving 
 
Oct 18 Choral Evensong, 4 p.m. 
 
Nov 1 All Saints Baptism 
 
Nov 8 Remembrance Day Sunday 
   Music and Readings for Remembrance Day, 4 p.m. 
 
Nov 14 Holly Wreath Shoppe, 9:30 a.m. 
 
Nov 29 Advent 1 

  Advent Lessons and Carols, 4 p.m. 
 
Dec 6  Christmas Pageant – Angel Party follows, 10:30 a.m. 
 
Dec 20 Advent 4 
   Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols for Christmas, 7 p.m. 
 
Dec 24 Christmas Eve 
   Gathering at the Crèche, 4 p.m. 

  Holy Eucharist with Carols, 7 p.m. 
   Choral Eucharist, 10:30 p.m. 
 
Dec 25 Christmas Day 
   Holy Eucharist, 10:30 a.m. 
  


