The first lesson is written in the 29" Chapter of the book 1% Chronicles beginning in the 9™
verse.

Then the people rejoiced because these had given willingly, for with single mind they had
offered freely to the Lord; King David also rejoiced greatly.

Then David blessed the Lord in the presence of all the assembly; David said: ‘Blessed are you,
O Lord, the God of our ancestor Israel, for ever and ever. Yours, O Lord, are the greatness, the
power, the glory, the victory, and the majesty; for all that is in the heavens and on the earth is
yours; yours is the kingdom, O Lord, and you are exalted as head above all. Riches and honour
come from you, and you rule over all. In your hand are power and might; and it is in your hand
to make great and to give strength to all. And now, our God, we give thanks to you and praise
your glorious name.

‘But who am I, and what is my people, that we should be able to make this freewill-offering?
For all things come from you, and of your own have we given you. For we are aliens and
transients before you, as were all our ancestors; our days on the earth are like a shadow, and
there is no hope. O Lord our God, all this abundance that we have provided for building you a
house for your holy name comes from your hand and is all your own. I know, my God, that you
search the heart, and take pleasure in uprightness; in the uprightness of my heart I have freely
offered all these things, and now I have seen your people, who are present here, offering freely
and joyously to you. O Lord, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, our ancestors, keep for ever
such purposes and thoughts in the hearts of your people, and direct their hearts towards you.

Here endeth the lesson.



The second lesson is written in the 6" chapter of the Gospel according to St. Matthew beginning
in the 19" verse.

Jesus said, ‘Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal; but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither
moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is,
there your heart will be also.

‘The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of
light; but if your eye is unhealthy, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in
you is darkness, how great is the darkness!

‘No one can serve two masters; for a slave will either hate the one and love the other, or be
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth.

‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, or
about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing?
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even
Solomon 1n all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe
you—you of little faith? Therefore do not worry, saying, “What will we eat?” or “What will we
drink?” or “What will we wear?” For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and
indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the
kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.

‘So do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will bring worries of its own. Today’s trouble is
enough for today.

Here endeth the lesson.



